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The Treaty of Versailles 
Group 1: Territories and Colonies 

Task 1: Read Articles 51, 87 and 119 of the Treaty of Versailles carefully. Rewrite them 

using simple language. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SECTION V 
Alsace-Lorraine 

ARTICLE 51 

The territories which were ceded to Germany in accordance with […] the Treaty of Frankfort of 
May 10, 1871, are restored to French sovereignty as from the date of the Armistice of November 
11,1918. The provisions of the Treaties establishing the delimitation of the frontiers before 1871 
shall be restored. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
SECTION VIII 

Poland 
ARTICLE 87 

Germany, in conformity with the action already taken by the Allied and Associated Powers, 
recognizes the complete independence of Poland, and renounces in her favour all rights and title 
over the territory [presented in map 1]. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

IV. GERMAN RIGHTS AND INTERESTS OUTSIDE GERMANY 
SECTION I 

German Colonies  
ARTICLE 119  

Germany renounces in favour of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers all her rights and 
titles over her oversea possessions. 
 
 
 

 

Map 1: Germany in 1919.  
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The Treaty of Versailles 
Group 2: Arms, Forces and Military Equipment 

Task 1: Read Articles 159, 160 and 169 of the Treaty of Versailles carefully. Rewrite 

them using simple language. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

V. MILITARY, NAVAL AND AIR CLAUSES 
CHAPTER I 

EFFECTIVES AND CADRES OF THE GERMAN ARMY 
ARTICLE 159 

The German military forces shall be demobilized and reduced as prescribed hereinafter. 
 

ARTICLE 160 

By a date which must not be later than March 31, 1920, the German Army must not comprise 
more than seven divisions of infantry and three divisions of cavalry. After that date the total 
number of effectives in the Army of the States constituting Germany must not exceed one 
hundred thousand men […]. The Army shall be devoted exclusively to the maintenance of order 
within the territory and to the control of the frontiers. The total effective strength of officers, 
including the personnel of staffs, whatever their composition, must not exceed four thousand. 
 
 
 
 

 

ARMAMENT, MUNITIONS AND MATERIAL 
ARTICLE 169 

Within two months from the coming into force of the present Treaty German arms, munitions 
and war material, including anti-aircraft material, existing in Germany in excess of the quantities 
allowed, must be surrendered to the Governments of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers 
to be destroyed or rendered useless. 

 
 

 

Map 1: Germany in 1919.  

 



 
 

TR
EA

TY
 O

F P
EA

CE
 W

IT
H 

GE
RM

AN
Y 

 

(T
RE

AT
Y 

OF
 V

ER
SA

ILL
ES

) 
Tr

ea
ty

 a
nd

 p
ro

to
co

l s
ig

ne
d 

at
 V

er
sa

ill
es

 Ju
ne

 2
8,

 1
91

9;
 p

ro
to

co
l s

ig
ne

d 
by

 G
er

m
an

y 
at

 P
ar

is 
Ja

nu
ar

y 
10

, 1
92

0 
 

III
. P

OL
IT

IC
AL

 C
LA

US
ES

 F
OR

 E
UR

OP
E 

  

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 V
 

A
ls

a
c
e

-L
o

r
r
a

in
e

 

A
R

T
IC

LE
 5

1
 

T
h

e
 t

e
rr

it
o

ri
e

s 
w

h
ic

h
 w

e
re

 c
e

d
e

d
1
 t

o
 G

e
rm

a
n

y
 i

n
 a

cc
o

rd
a

n
ce

 w
it

h
 […

] t
h

e
 T

re
a

ty
 o

f 
F

ra
n

k
fo

rt
 o

f 

M
a

y
 1

0
, 

1
8

7
1

, 
a

re
 r

e
st

o
re

d
 t

o
 F

re
n

ch
 s

o
v

e
re

ig
n

ty
 a

s 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e
 d

a
te

 o
f 

th
e

 A
rm

is
ti

ce
2
 o

f 

N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r 

1
1

,1
9

1
8

. 
T

h
e

 p
ro

v
is

io
n

s3
 o

f 
th

e
 T

re
a

ti
e

s 
e

st
a

b
li

sh
in

g
 t

h
e

 d
e

li
m

it
a

ti
o

n
 o

f 
th

e
 f

ro
n

ti
e

rs
 

b
e

fo
re

 1
8

7
1

 s
h

a
ll
 b

e
 r

e
st

o
re

d
. 

 
 

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 V
II

I 

P
o

la
n

d
 

A
R

T
IC

LE
 8

7
 

G
e

rm
a

n
y

, 
in

 c
o

n
fo

rm
it

y
 w

it
h

 t
h

e
 a

ct
io

n
 a

lr
e

a
d

y
 t

a
k
e

n
 b

y
 t

h
e

 A
ll

ie
d

 a
n

d
 A

ss
o

ci
a

te
d

 P
o

w
e

rs
, 

re
co

g
n

iz
e

s 
th

e
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 i

n
d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
ce

 o
f 

P
o

la
n

d
, 

a
n

d
 r

e
n

o
u

n
ce

s4
 i
n

 h
e

r 
fa

v
o

u
r 

a
ll
 r

ig
h

ts
 a

n
d

 

ti
tl

e
 o

v
e

r 
th

e
 t

e
rr

it
o

ry
 [

p
re

se
n

te
d

 i
n

 m
a

p
 1

].
 

 

 
M

ap
 1

: G
er

m
an

y 
in

 1
91

9.
 S

ou
rc

e:
 h

ttp
s:

//
ne

t.l
ib

.b
yu

.e
du

/~
rd

h7
/w

w
i/v

er
sa

/v
m

ap
3.

gi
f (

21
.1

1.
23

) 

IV
. 

G
E

R
M

A
N

 R
IG

H
T

S
 A

N
D

 I
N

T
E

R
E

S
T

S
 O

U
T

S
ID

E
 G

E
R

M
A

N
Y

 

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 I
 

G
e

r
m

a
n

 C
o

lo
n

ie
s
  

A
R

T
IC

LE
 1

1
9

  

G
e

rm
a

n
y

 r
e

n
o

u
n

ce
s 

in
 f

a
v

o
u

r 
o

f 
th

e
 P

ri
n

ci
p

a
l 
A

ll
ie

d
 a

n
d

 A
ss

o
ci

a
te

d
 P

o
w

e
rs

 a
ll

 h
e

r 
ri

g
h

ts
 a

n
d

 

ti
tl

e
s 

o
v

e
r 

h
e

r 
o

v
e

rs
e

a
 p

o
ss

e
ss

io
n

s.
 

 

V.
 M

IL
ITA

RY
, N

AV
AL

 A
ND

 A
IR

 C
LA

US
ES

 

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 I

 

E
F

F
E

C
T

IV
E

S
 A

N
D

 C
A

D
R

E
S

 O
F

 T
H

E
 G

E
R

M
A

N
 A

R
M

Y
 

A
R

T
IC

LE
 1

5
9

 

T
h

e
 G

e
rm

a
n

 m
il

it
a

ry
 f

o
rc

e
s 

sh
a

ll
 b

e
 d

e
m

o
b

il
iz

e
d

 a
n

d
 r

e
d

u
ce

d
 a

s 
p

re
sc

ri
b

e
d

 h
e

re
in

a
ft

e
r.

 
 

1    5     10
 

    15
 

    20
 

                     25
 

     30
 

 

A
R

T
IC

LE
 1

6
0

 

B
y

 a
 d

a
te

 w
h

ic
h

 m
u

st
 n

o
t 

b
e

 l
a

te
r 

th
a

n
 M

a
rc

h
 3

1
, 

1
9

2
0

, 
th

e
 G

e
rm

a
n

 A
rm

y
 m

u
st

 n
o

t 
co

m
p

ri
se

 

m
o

re
 t

h
a

n
 s

e
v

e
n

 d
iv

is
io

n
s 

o
f 

in
fa

n
tr

y
 a

n
d

 t
h

re
e

 d
iv

is
io

n
s 

o
f 

ca
v

a
lr

y
. 

A
ft

e
r 

th
a

t 
d

a
te

 t
h

e
 t

o
ta

l 

n
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

e
ff

e
ct

iv
e

s5
 i

n
 t

h
e

 A
rm

y
 o

f 
th

e
 S

ta
te

s 
co

n
st

it
u

ti
n

g
 G

e
rm

a
n

y
 m

u
st

 n
o

t 
e

xc
e

e
d

6
 o

n
e

 

h
u

n
d

re
d

 t
h

o
u

sa
n

d
 m

e
n

 […
]. 

T
h

e
 A

rm
y

 s
h

a
ll

 b
e

 d
e

v
o

te
d

 e
xc

lu
si

v
e

ly
 t

o
 t

h
e

 m
a

in
te

n
a

n
ce

7
 o

f 

o
rd

e
r 

w
it

h
in

 t
h

e
 t

e
rr

it
o

ry
 a

n
d

 t
o

 t
h

e
 c

o
n

tr
o

l 
o

f 
th

e
 f

ro
n

ti
e

rs
. 

T
h

e
 t

o
ta

l 
e

ff
e

ct
iv

e
 s

tr
e

n
g

th
 o

f 

o
ff

ic
e

rs
, 

in
cl

u
d

in
g

 t
h

e
 p

e
rs

o
n

n
e

l 
o

f 
st

a
ff

s,
 w

h
a

te
v

e
r 

th
e

ir
 c

o
m

p
o

si
ti

o
n

, 
m

u
st

 n
o

t 
e

xc
e

e
d

 f
o

u
r 

th
o

u
sa

n
d

. 

 

V
II

 P
E

N
A

LT
IE

S
 

A
R

T
IC

LE
 2

2
7

 

T
h

e
 A

ll
ie

d
 a

n
d

 A
ss

o
ci

a
te

d
 P

o
w

e
rs

 p
u

b
li

cl
y
 a

rr
a

ig
n

8
 W

il
li

a
m

 I
I 

o
f 

H
o

h
e

n
zo

ll
e

rn
, 

fo
rm

e
rl

y
 G

e
rm

a
n

 

E
m

p
e

ro
r,

 f
o

r 
a

 s
u

p
re

m
e

 o
ff

e
n

ce
 a

g
a

in
st

 i
n

te
rn

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

m
o

ra
li

ty
 a

n
d

 t
h

e
 s

a
n

ct
it

y
9
 o

f 
tr

e
a

ti
e

s.
 A

 

sp
e

ci
a

l 
tr

ib
u

n
a

l 
w

il
l 
b

e
 c

o
n

st
it

u
te

d
 t

o
 t

ry
 t

h
e

 a
cc

u
se

d
1

0
, 

th
e

re
b

y
 a

ss
u

ri
n

g
 h

im
 t

h
e

 g
u

a
ra

n
te

e
s 

e
ss

e
n

ti
a

l 
to

 t
h

e
 r

ig
h

t 
o

f 
d

e
fe

n
ce

. 
It

 w
il

l 
b

e
 c

o
m

p
o

se
d

 o
f 

fi
v

e
 j

u
d

g
e

s,
 o

n
e

 a
p

p
o

in
te

d
 b

y
 e

a
ch

 o
f 

th
e

 f
o

ll
o

w
in

g
 P

o
w

e
rs

: 
n

a
m

e
ly

, 
th

e
 U

n
it

e
d

 S
ta

te
s 

o
f 

A
m

e
ri

ca
, 

G
re

a
t 

B
ri

ta
in

, 
F

ra
n

ce
, 

It
a

ly
 a

n
d

 

Ja
p

a
n

. 

V
II

I 
R

E
P

A
R

A
T

IO
N

 

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 I
 

G
e

n
e

ra
l 
P

ro
v

is
io

n
s 

A
R

T
IC

LE
 2

3
1

 

T
h

e
 A

ll
ie

d
 a

n
d

 A
ss

o
ci

a
te

d
 G

o
v

e
rn

m
e

n
ts

 a
ff

ir
m

 a
n

d
 G

e
rm

a
n

y
 a

cc
e

p
ts

 t
h

e
 r

e
sp

o
n

si
b

il
it

y
 o

f 

G
e

rm
a

n
y

 a
n

d
 h

e
r 

a
ll

ie
s 

fo
r 

ca
u

si
n

g
 a

ll
 t

h
e

 l
o

ss
 a

n
d

 d
a

m
a

g
e

 t
o

 w
h

ic
h

 t
h

e
 A

ll
ie

d
 a

n
d

 A
ss

o
ci

a
te

d
 

G
o

v
e

rn
m

e
n

ts
 a

n
d

 t
h

e
ir

 n
a

ti
o

n
a

ls
 h

a
v

e
 b

e
e

n
 s

u
b

je
ct

e
d

1
1
 a

s 
a

 c
o

n
se

q
u

e
n

ce
 o

f 
th

e
 w

a
r 

im
p

o
se

d
 

u
p

o
n

 t
h

e
m

 b
y

 t
h

e
 a

g
g

re
ss

io
n

 o
f 

G
e

rm
a

n
y

 a
n

d
 h

e
r 

a
ll

ie
s.

 
 

A
R

T
IC

LE
 2

3
2

 

T
h

e
 A

ll
ie

d
 a

n
d

 A
ss

o
ci

a
te

d
 G

o
v

e
rn

m
e

n
ts

 r
e

co
g

n
iz

e
 t

h
a

t 
th

e
 r

e
so

u
rc

e
s 

o
f 

G
e

rm
a

n
y

 a
re

 n
o

t 

a
d

e
q

u
a

te
1

2
 […

] t
o 

m
ak

e 
co

m
pl

et
e 

re
pa

ra
tio

n 
fo

r a
ll 

su
ch

 lo
ss

 a
nd

 d
am

ag
e.

 T
he

 A
lli

ed
 a

nd
 

A
ss

o
ci

a
te

d
 G

o
v

e
rn

m
e

n
ts

, 
h

o
w

e
v

e
r,

 r
e

q
u

ir
e

1
3
, 

a
n

d
 G

e
rm

a
n

y
 u

n
d

e
rt

a
k
e

s,
 t

h
a

t 
sh

e
 w

il
l 

m
a

k
e

 

co
m

p
e

n
sa

ti
o

n
 f

o
r 

a
ll
 d

a
m

a
g

e
 d

o
n

e
 t

o
 t

h
e

 c
iv

il
ia

n
 p

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n
 o

f 
th

e
 A

ll
ie

d
 a

n
d

 A
ss

o
ci

a
te

d
 

P
o

w
e

rs
 a

n
d

 t
o

 t
h

e
ir

 p
ro

p
e

rt
y

 d
u

ri
n

g
 t

h
e

 p
e

ri
o

d
 o

f 
th

e
 b

e
ll

ig
e

re
n

cy
1

4
 o

f 
e

a
ch

 a
s 

a
n

 A
ll

ie
d

 o
r 

A
ss

o
ci

a
te

d
 P

o
w

e
r 

a
g

a
in

st
 G

e
rm

a
n

y
 b

y
 s

u
ch

 a
g

g
re

ss
io

n
 b

y
 l

a
n

d
, 

b
y
 s

e
a

 a
n

d
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e
 a

ir
 […

]. 
 

A
R

T
IC

LE
 2

3
5

 

In
 o

rd
e

r 
to

 e
n

a
b

le
 t

h
e

 A
ll
ie

d
 a

n
d

 A
ss

o
ci

a
te

d
 P

o
w

e
rs

 t
o

 p
ro

ce
e

d
1

5
 a

t 
o

n
ce

 t
o

 t
h

e
 r

e
st

o
ra

ti
o

n
 o

f 

th
e

ir
 i

n
d

u
st

ri
a

l 
a

n
d

 e
co

n
o

m
ic

 l
if

e
 […

], 
G

e
rm

a
n

y
 s

h
a

ll
 p

a
y

 i
n

 s
u

ch
 i

n
st

a
lm

e
n

ts
 a

n
d

 i
n

 s
u

ch
 

m
a

n
n

e
r 

(w
h

e
th

e
r 

in
 g

o
ld

, 
co

m
m

o
d

it
ie

s,
 s

h
ip

s,
 s

e
cu

ri
ti

e
s 

o
r 

o
th

e
rw

is
e

) 
a

s 
th

e
 R

e
p

a
ra

ti
o

n
 

C
o

m
m

is
si

o
n

 m
a

y
 f

ix
, 

d
u

ri
n

g
 1

9
1

9
, 

1
9

2
0

 a
n

d
 t

h
e

 f
ir

st
 f

o
u

r 
m

o
n

th
s 

o
f 

1
9

2
1

, 
th

e
 e

q
u

iv
a

le
n

t 
o

f 

2
0

,0
0

0
,0

0
0

,0
0

0
 g

o
ld

 m
a

rk
s 

[~
1

0
0

 b
il

li
o

n
 E

u
ro

 i
n

 2
0

2
3

].
 

 So
ur

ce
: T

RE
AT

Y 
O

F 
PE

AC
E 

W
IT

H 
GE

RM
AN

Y 
(T

RE
AT

Y 
O

F 
VE

RS
AI

LL
ES

) s
ig

ne
d 

19
20

, i
n:

 C
en

su
s F

ile
s (

20
18

), 
htt

ps
:/

/w
w

w
.c

en
su

s.g
ov

/h
ist

or
y/

pd
f/

tr
ea

ty
_o

f_
ve

rs
ai

lle
s-

11
20

18
.p

df
 (2

1.
11

.2
3)

 

Vo
ca

bu
la

ry
: 

1 
to

 ce
de

 - 
et

w.
 a

bg
eb

en
  

6 
to

 e
xc

ee
d 

- ü
be

rs
ch

re
ite

n 
 

11
 su

bj
ec

te
d 

- u
nt

er
w

or
fe

n 
 

2 
ar

m
isti

ce
 - 

W
aff

en
sti

lls
ta

nd
   

7 
m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 - 

Er
ha

ltu
ng

  
12

 a
de

qu
at

e 
- a

us
re

ich
en

d 
3 

pr
ov

isi
on

 - 
Be

sti
m

m
un

g 
 

8 
to

 a
rr

ai
gn

 - 
an

kl
ag

en
  

13
 to

 re
qu

ire
 - 

ve
rla

ng
en

  
4 

to
 re

no
un

ce
 - 

ve
rz

ich
te

n   
9 

sa
nc

tit
y 

- U
na

nt
as

tb
ar

ke
it 

 
14

 b
el

lig
er

en
cy

 - 
Ka

m
pf

es
lu

st
  

5 
eff

ec
tiv

es
 - 

hi
er

: T
ru

pp
en

st
är

ke
  

10
 a

cc
us

ed
 - 

hi
er

: d
er

 A
ng

ek
la

gt
e 

 
15

 to
 p

ro
ce

ed
 - 

fo
ra

ns
ch

re
ite

n 
 

 

   35
 

     40
 

    45
 

    50
 

    55
 

     60
 

    65
 



The Treaty of Versailles 
Group 3: Question of Guilt and War Crimes 

Task 1: Read Articles 227 and 231 of the Treaty of Versailles carefully. Rewrite them 

using simple language. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

VII PENALTIES 
ARTICLE 227 

The Allied and Associated Powers publicly arraign William II of Hohenzollern, formerly German 
Emperor, for a supreme offence against international morality and the sanctity of treaties. A 
special tribunal will be constituted to try the accused, thereby assuring him the guarantees 
essential to the right of defence. It will be composed of five judges, one appointed by each of the 
following Powers: namely, the United States of America, Great Britain, France, Italy and Japan. 
 
 
 

 

VIII REPARATION 
SECTION I 

General Provisions 
ARTICLE 231 

The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and Germany accepts the responsibility of 
Germany and her allies for causing all the loss and damage to which the Allied and Associated 
Governments and their nationals have been subjected as a consequence of the war imposed 
upon them by the aggression of Germany and her allies. 

 
 

 

Map 1: Germany in 1919.  
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The Treaty of Versailles 
Group 4: Reparations 

Task 1: Read Articles 232 and 235 of the Treaty of Versailles carefully. Rewrite them 

using simple language. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

VIII REPARATION 
SECTION I 

General Provisions 
ARTICLE 232 

The Allied and Associated Governments recognize that the resources of Germany are not 
adequate […] to make complete reparation for all such loss and damage. The Allied and 
Associated Governments, however, require, and Germany undertakes, that she will make 
compensation for all damage done to the civilian population of the Allied and Associated Powers 
and to their property during the period of the belligerency of each as an Allied or Associated 
Power against Germany by such aggression by land, by sea and from the air […]. 
 

ARTICLE 235 

In order to enable the Allied and Associated Powers to proceed at once to the restoration of their 
industrial and economic life […], Germany shall pay in such instalments and in such manner 
(whether in gold, commodities, ships, securities or otherwise) as the Reparation Commission 
may fix, during 1919, 1920 and the first four months of 1921, the equivalent of 20,000,000,000 
gold marks [~100 billion Euro in 2023]. 

Map 1: Germany in 1919.  

 


